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Title: UP Academy Boston UP Academy Dorchester 
Charter Amendments 

Date: June 12, 2019 

Presentation Overview/Action Proposed: UP Academy Boston (UAB) and UP 
Academy Dorchester (UAD) are Horace 
Mann Charter Schools authorized by the 
Boston School Committee and the 
Massachusetts Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education. UAB and UAD 
are requesting approval of the following 
charter amendments: 

Extension of Memorandum of 
Understanding 

UAB and UAD are each required to 
have an approved Memorandum of 
Understanding (MOU) with the Boston 
Public Schools to codify and govern the 
relationship between the two entities. 
UAB’s and UAD’s MOUs both expired 
on June 30, 2018, and are currently 
being renegotiated. UAB and UAD seek 
an extension of their MOUs to August 
31, 2019, so that they can access their 
operating funds from BPS for SY 2019-
2020, pursuant to G.L. c. 71, § 89. 

Both UAB and UAD will seek separate 
approval for their renegotiated MOUs 
from the School Committee when that 
process is complete. 

Accountability Plans 

UAB and UAD are required to have 
approved Accountability Plans that 
outline each school’s faithfulness to its 
mission and how key design elements, 
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dissemination efforts, and student 
achievement can be assessed beyond 
the DESE accountability system. UAD’s 
Accountability Plan is submitted in 
conjunction with its charter amendment 
(2018-2023). UAB is seeking to make 
the following technical changes to its 
Accountability Plan (which was 
approved for its charter amendment for 
2016-2021): 

● Using NWEA MAP tests rather 
than internal benchmark 
assessments; 

● Clarifying yearly statewide growth 
goals. 

● Updating attendance goal to 95% 
to align with peer middle schools 
instead of peer K-8 or elementary 
schools; and 

● Clarifying that both UP Education 
Network staff and UAB 
employees are responsible for 
disseminating best practices.    

Educational and Racial Equity Implications: UAB and UAD are part of the UP 
Education Network (UP), an 
organization that transforms chronically 
underperforming district schools. UP’s 
mission is “to rapidly transform 
chronically underperforming district 
schools into extraordinary schools that 
sustain high achievement over time.” 
UAB and UAD serve a student 
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population that is predominately Black 
and Latinx.  A high percentage of 
students are classified as economically 
disadvantaged or high needs, and a 
substantial portion of students are 
English Language Learners (ELLs). 

Policy Implications: In accordance with M.G.L. c. 71, § 89 
and 603 CMR 1.10(4)(b), the School 
Committee must vote upon the 
proposed MOU Extension and 
Accountability Plan, both of which are 
considered charter amendments. 

Budget Impact: The expenses relating to the operation 
of UAB and UAD are contained within 
the BPS annual budget. There are no 
additional costs associated with the 
approval of these proposed charter 
amendments. 
  

Implications of Yes Vote: A YES vote will give School Committee 
approval to the proposed UAB and UAD 
charter amendments, which will then be 
submitted to the DESE Commissioner 
for final approval. UAB and UAD will be 
able to access their operating funds 
from BPS for SY 2019-2020.   

Implications of No Vote: A NO vote will render UAB and UAD out 
of compliance with DESE requirements. 
UAB and UAD will not be able to access 
their operating funds from BPS for SY 
2019-2020.   


